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Welcome to the 4th and final edition of 
the Gainsborough Greens Bulletin for 
2009. The weather has certainly turned 
around for us since the start of the 
year. We have hardly seen a drop of 
rain in the past 5 months which has 
been great to dry the course out but we 
could definitely do with some rain as 
the dams are extremely low and in 
need of some topping up before we 
head into the warm summer. Looking 
at the long range forecast I think we 
will see some rain which will be great 
for the course moving forward. 
 
The boys on the ground staff have been 
working hard since our last bulletin. 
They have continued to work on the 4th 
and 5th greens which hopefully we 
have got to the bottom of the issues we 
have had with these greens. They have 
worked closely with the Mirvac 
Development contractors to re design 
the front entrance and the new road 
leading into the 1st stage of the 
residential development. The area is 
now finished and looks great which is 
a credit to Justin and his team.  
 
The other big project that the boys 
have been doing has been the rebuild 
of the chipping green. We are using 

this green as an experimental green for 
different types of greens grasses. There 
are 3 new greens grasses planted and it 
will be a great chance for us to see how 
each grass copes in our environment. 
This is being done so we can choose 
the best new greens grass for the new 
golf course being planned for the 
future.  
 
Last Friday night saw the annual 
member xmas party and presentation 
night take place. The night was another 
huge success and from the members 
that I spoke to on the night everyone 
had a lot of fun and plenty of liquid 
refreshments. We were very lucky to 
have Fred Lang as the MC for the 
evening, I thought Fred did a great job 
and I thank him very much for 
choosing our great club do work for. I 
would also like to thank the MAB 
members for organizing the night, I 
know the guys had several meetings to 
bring the night together and I can say 
your hardwork and time doesn’t go 
unnoticed. 
 
To the award winners from the 
evening, congratulations. I have a few 
friends that are now successful touring 
professionals and I know they still 
remember their first monthly medal 
and honour board win from there 
amateur days. A big congratulations 



must go to Satoru Hiramatsu (Mens 
Champion) and Joy Miller (Ladies 
Champion) on your club championship 
wins. You must be extremely proud of 
your individual achievement and one 
that I hope you remember for many 
years to come. 
 
As I stated in the last bulletin we have 
dual affiliation with the SEQDGA and 
GCDGA. Our affiliation officially 
begins with GCDGA on January 1st 
2010 so all 
members will 
have the 
chance from 
January 1st to 
participate in 
Gold Coast 
pennants and 
Gold Coast districts events. If you 
would like some more information on 
what events you can play please 
contact our pro shop as the guys will 
have the 2010 tournament schedule on 
hand. This is a great chance for you to 
play some great Gold Coast courses so 
please get involved and have some fun. 
 
On the staff front we have a big 
milestone occurring in the very near 

future. Brad Butler who is the 
Assistant Course Superintendent will 
clock up 20 
years of 
service. Brad 
actually 
started on the 
groundstaff 
straight out of 
high school which was before the 

course opened to the public. So a big 
thank you to Brad on a great career 
here at Gainsborough and I look 
forward to working with you for 
another 20. I also need to congratulate 
Justin our Golf Course Superintendent 
on announcing his engagement to 
Alison last month. A lot of us have 
worked with Justin now for nearly 10 
years and we never thought we would 
see the day, so thank you Ali for taking 
JK off our hands at last. So if you see 
Justin or Brad out on the course be 
sure to stop them and give them a big 
pat on the back for there great 
achievements. 
 
Speaking of 20 years, our great club 
celebrates 20 years of operation on 
January 15th. It marks a special time 
for many members and staff who have 

been here for most of those 20 years. I 
have included some photos of the 
construction of the course and 
clubhouse and some photos of the 
1990 Qld PGA championship that 
illustrates how much the course has 
matured from those early days. We 
will host a sausage sizzle and drinks on 
Saturday 16th January for all members 

Brad  
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range – Nov 1990 

1st Tee looking towards the 
irrigation lake and current 7 th hole - 

1990 



who play in the competition that day. 
If you know of any original members 
from 1990 who would like to come out 
on the day please let them know to 
contact the golf shop and we will 
organize a game for them. The day will 
be a $20.00 day which will include 
your competition fee, cart fee, sausage 
sizzle, drink voucher and range balls. 

Visitors will be charged an extra 
$20.00 for their green fee. If you 
would like to see some more of the 
original photos come and see me in the 
office and I will go through them with 
you. 
 

I would like to thank all the members 
and guests for another successful year, 
the course has seen some major 
weather events that caused some long 
closures, we had some interruption 
with the council infrastructure but all 
in all the year has seen the course is in 
the best shape heading into summer for 
many years and that is something all 
our staff can be proud of. I thank you 
all for your patience through these 
times I know it can be frustrating. 
 

 We had a change in ownership of the 
golf course with Mirvac purchasing 
City Pacific’s 50% share of the 
business in January. Mirvac have been 
working extremely hard on getting the 
1st stage of the development up and 
going and I know further stages are not 
too far away from starting. So we look 
forward to seeing some homes being 
built and some more new members 
joining our great club in 2010. 
 
I would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. I hope 2010 is the year all your 
golfing goals are fulfilled. 
 
Until the next issue, if you have any 
requests or would like to contact me, 
don’t hesitate to call me on 55466003 
or via email on 
Michael@gainsboroughgreens.com.au 
 
 
Good Golfing 
 
Michael Pimm 
General Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Well we have certainly seen a 
major change in the weather patterns 
over the last 5 months where we have 
only received 100mm in total and 
63mm of that was in October, 
unfortunately this rainfall did not 
create any runoff for us and most of 
our dams remain dry. We have pumped 
out most of the course dams for 
irrigation water and by the beginning 
of December we will be buying water 
from the cane farm behind the course, 
so let us hope we get some useful 
rainfall soon. (I did not think I would 

Looking down current 13th  
Nov 1990 
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ever say that again after the first 6 
months of the year) All in all the entire 
course has held up with improvements 
to be seen in most areas of the course 
especially the greens that were 
extremely poor during the prolonged 
wet weather.  
 
 Since the last newsletter we 
have been continuing with the tree 
pruning programme, doing a lot of 
work on the irrigation system to 
improve the coverage especially on 
fairways, quite a lot of fertilizer has 
gone out on greens and tees to improve 
the surfaces and grass coverage and we 
have completed a minor rebuild of the 
chipping green. The Chipping Green 
rebuild was done to trial newer grasses 
for greens and surrounds as well as 
trying newer bunker construction 
techniques, the green has been planted 
with 3 ultra dwarf greens grasses 
which are 
“Mini 
Verde” 
(clubhouse 
end), 
“Tifeagle” 
(middle) and “MS Supreme” (bottom 
end) these were planted in early 
October and are progressing well and 
we hope to have people putting on 
them by Christmas, the installation of a 
matting underneath the bunker sand 
was also completed, this will help by 
stopping the bunker faces washing out 
during heavy rainfall and also by 
stopping contamination of the sand 
from the underlying clay and stones, as 
Murphy’s law would have it we have 
not had any decent rain to test it since 
it went in. And finally we are looking 
at a slow growing form of couch 
around the bunkers called “Plateau” 
this if successful, will reduce the 
amount of time we have to spend 
trimming bunker edges. As the green 
gets closer to opening we will hold an 
information day for any interested 

members to come and have a look at 
the areas and ask any questions 
regarding the work that has been done 
on the green and surrounds.  
 
 Over the coming months we 
will be starting the war on weeds again 
with green surrounds, tees, tee sides 
and some fairways especially 2, 4 & 5 
in our sights so if you see some general 
yellowing of 
these areas 
that is what 
we are up 
to, crows 
foot weed is 
also 
beginning to rear it’s ugly head again 
as it does every year at this time so we 
will be attacking it as well. Our annual 
greens renovation will take place in the 
first week of February 2010 as you will 
be aware it is an important part of our 
maintenance programme and we will 
as always endeavour to have the greens 
back in tip top shape ASAP following 
this necessary disruption, we do 
appreciate your patience during this 
time. 
 
 I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from myself and all of the Ground staff 
and look forward to seeing you all 
around the course in the New Year 
 
Good Golfing 
 
Justin Kelly 
Golf Course Superintendent 
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Hopefully by the time you are all 
reading this edition of the 
Gainsborough Bulletin the dry hot 
weather we have experienced over the 
past few months has broken and our 
golf course is back in great condition 
and our dams are full again….. 
 
Corporate Golf has been fairly busy 
over the previous 3 months with over 
21 events going ahead. These events 
have been of a size that allows me the 
luxury of opening up the timesheet 
around them to allow our members a 
chance of getting a game. I know there 
have been a couple of days where we 
have not been able to accommodate the 
members and I appreciate your 
understanding on those rare occasions. 
 
Looking ahead, we have a couple of 
events through December before things 
in Corporate Golf slow down over the 
early months of the year. We do have 
quite a few smaller groups hosting 
their end of year events with us which 
are always a good money earner for the 
club. If any members are looking at 
having an end of year event, please 
give me a call as I’m sure I’ll be able 
to help out. 
 
That’s about it from me for now other 
than to wish all of the members here at 
Gainsborough Greens, and their 
families, a safe and happy Christmas. 
����
 
Until next edition, good golfing!  
 
Martin Weir 
Corporate Golf Manager 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the last edition of the 
Gainsborough Greens bulletin for 2009 
from the bar. 
          There has been some busy times 
since our last newsletter nearly a 
wedding every Saturday, corporate 
days and other functions.  I would like 
to thank you all especially the 
members and our guests on Saturdays 
for being so patient and understanding 
when we have these functions in 
progress. 
          What a great response from our 
specials over the last couple of months, 
big thanks to you all for giving them a 
go.  Keep a look out in the New Year 
for some more beverage and food 
specials to come, on the drinks buggy 
and in the lounge bar.   
          Corona is going to be 
the beer of the month 
special coming out in 
December. You can buy a 
Corona for $6.00 or a 
bucket of 4 for $20.00, so 
please keep a look out for 
that and we look forward to 
seeing you all in the lounge 
bar for an icy cold 
refreshment and taking in this beautiful 
view that we look out onto every day. 
          As we enter December we look 
forward to a busy month with all the 
festivities that the Christmas season 
brings our way. On behalf of the entire 
bar staff and I we would like to wish 
you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas along with a happy and safe 
New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
XMAS DRINKS TIP 

 

Champagne Cocktail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients (serves 8) 
1 litre frozen passionfruit sorbet (we 
used Weiss Frutia)  
750ml sparkling white wine, chilled 
 
Method 
Place half the sorbet in a blender with 
half the sparkling wine. Process until 
well combined. Pour into 4 chilled 
glasses.  
Repeat with remaining sorbet and 
sparkling wine. Fill 4 more glasses. 
Serve. 
 
Notes & tips 
For a fruity twist, you could stir 
chopped summer fruit, such as 
strawberries, pineapple, mango or 
nectarine, into these cocktails at the 
end of step 1.  
 
 
Best Wishes  
Tammy Wheeler 
Bar Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello from the kitchen crew, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the members, guests and corporate 

groups for their continued support over 
past 12months. 2009, where did it go?  
 
I hope you have enjoyed our various 
specials that the kitchen has had over 
2009 and we look forward to a new 
menu and many more specials in 2010. 
 
One behalf on the kitchen staff we 
would like to wish you all the best for 
Christmas and that the New Year is a 
safe and happy one for you and your 
family. 
 
I will leave you with one of my 
favourite recipes for you to have some 
fun cooking over the up coming festive 
season. 
 

White Christmas Recipe  
 

This easy no-bake slice is very sweet and rich 
so cut it into small pieces to serve. For 
Christmas gifts, package squares of White 
Christmas in clear cellophane bags and tie with 
ribbon. 
 
250g Copha 
140g (1 cup) pure icing sugar 
180g (1 cup) sultanas 
100g (slightly rounded 1/2 cup) chopped glace 
cherries 
100g (2/3 cup) finely chopped dried apricots 
85g (1 cup) desiccated coconut 
106g (1 cup) full cream milk powder 
40g (1 1/4 cups) rice bubbles 

 
Above Photo: 100g (slightly rounded 1/2 cup) chopped 



glace cherries 
 
Line an 18cm by 28cm (inside top 
measurement) slice pan with baking paper. 
 
Melt Copha in a small saucepan over low heat. 
© exclusivelyfood.com.au 

 
Above Photo: Block of unmelted Copha 
 
Sift icing sugar into a large bowl. Add 
sultanas, cherries, apricots, coconut, milk 
powder and rice bubbles and stir until well 
combined. 
 
Add melted Copha to bowl and stir until well 
combined. 

 

Transfer the mixture to the prepared pan. 

 
Firmly press the mixture into the pan using the 
back of a spoon. 
 
Tightly cover pan with plastic wrap or 
aluminium foil, and then refrigerate until slice 
is cold and set. 
 
Cut White Christmas into small squares to 
serve. Store in an airtight container in the 
refrigerator.  
 
 
 
 

Bon Appetite 
 
Les Tims 
Head Chef 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Pennants 
Pennants season is soon approaching 
and I am excited to see the interest that 
has been generated with the addition of 
Gainsborough also joining the Gold 
Coast District Association.  Since the 
inception of the SEQDGA, 
Gainsborough has only been aligned 
with this one district.  Now that we are 
a member of both districts, it presents 
the opportunity to also play Pennants 
against other Gold Coast clubs 
including Sanctuary Cove, Surfers 
Paradise, and Robina etc.  It’s not too 
late to put your hand up if the idea of 
Pennants interests you but be quick, 
some matches start in February and 
teams need to be selected.  Good luck 
to all those participating and I hope to 
be congratulating some winning teams 
in the next newsletter. 
 
Rory 
Successfully 
Completing 
1st Year 
Traineeship. 
and a big 
2010 ahead! 



Congratulations to Golf Shop staff 
member Rory in completing his first 
year of his PGA Traineeship.  The first 
year is the most intense year of the 
three for Trainees as they are required 
to pass playing averages, club repair 
exams, coaching theory and business 
assignments, all on top of practicing to 
improve their golf and working 40hrs 
in the shop.  It’s little wonder that there 
is an attrition rate of nearly 40% in the 
first year. Well done Rory and good 
luck in Year Two. 
 
If Rory thinks his second year will be 
much easier, hot news off the press is 
that he and wife Sayaka are expecting 
their first child in May.  So I feel all 
the playing and assignments thrown at 
him next year will pale in 
insignificance with the joy and the 
challenges of having a new addition to 
the family.  
 
Congratulations to Sayaka and Rory, 
wonderful news !!!! 
 
Email Addresses 
More and more members are utilizing 
the benefits of Gainsborough’s online 
services.  If you haven’t yet logged 
onto the site or need some assistance to 
do so, give the boys in the shop a call 
and we might be able to help you out.  
Members can make and alter social and 
competitions, book in friends, check 
comp results and voucher results, 
handicaps and also see any notices of 
up coming events we post from time to 
time. 
 
During the year we added the My Golf 
Shop link in Members Info. This page 
shows many of the brands of 
equipment we stock. If you click on the 
brand’s logo you will be directed to the 
company’s official site.  So if there is 
something that you like we can easily 
order it in for you. 
 

You can also update your contact 
details online.  Also if you would like 
future newsletters emailed to you 
please send an email to Michael at 
michael@gainsboroughgreens.com.au .  
 
 
Golf Club Purchases 
You may have noticed a few more 
clubs in the shop 
recently, including 
a few more Taylor 
Made demo drivers. 
Please remember 
that we can be quite 
competitive with price and have the 
staff and equipment 
to custom fit your 
irons. Brands we 
can easily order in 
for you are Taylor Made, Bridgestone, 
Precept, Cobra, Titleist and Wilson 
with others also available.  
 
Win a $500 Fuel Voucher 
As a Christmas 
promotion, we 
have joined 
with 
Bridgestone for 
an exclusive to 
Gainsborough 
offer.  For every box of new released 
Bridgestone balls purchased, you can 
go into the draw for a $500 Fuel 
Voucher. It will be drawn on 
Christmas Eve. A box of balls is a 
great idea as a birthday gift for the 
keen golfer and you might even win 
some fuel, just for the thought! 
  
A quote or two 

“These greens are so fast I have to hold my 
putter over the ball and hit it with the 
shadow.” 
Sam Snead 

 “The least thing upsets him on the links. He 
missed short putts because of the uproar of 



butterflies in the adjoining meadows.” 
P.G. Wodehouse 

“The first time I played the Masters, I was 
so nervous I drank a bottle of rum before I 
teed off. I shot the happiest 83 of my life.” 
Chi Chi Rodriguez 
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Pro Tip 
Balance and timing = Power 
All great players have the ability to 
swing every club at a consistent tempo 
and with great balance. Ten-time PGA 
Tour driving accuracy champion 
Calvin Peete (flash from the past) said 
the three keys to straight driving are 
"Balance, Balance and Balance."  
 
The key to consistency is to maintain 
your balance and use a smooth rhythm. 
If you rush your swing and particularly 
your backswing, you will loose your 
balance and the end result is 
inconsistent contact and poor ball 
flight. Great rhythm allows you to 
properly sequence your body motion 
and arrive at impact in a position of 
maximum leverage and power. 
 
Although your spine is tilted slightly 
away from the target at address, you 
should have your weight evenly 
balanced between your right and your 
left foot. Also, you should feel your 
weight evenly balanced between your 
heels and your toes, roughly on the 
balls of the feet. 
 
As you pivot to the top of the back 
swing, your weight moves into the 
inside of the back foot.  You should 
feel approximately 75% of your weight 
on the back foot and 25% on the front 
foot. The weight must never move to 
the outside of the back foot. 



By the time you arrive at impact, 
approximately 75% of your weight 
should be shifted onto the front foot.  
 
At the completion of the follow 
through, you should have the majority 
of your weight - about 90% - on the 
outside of the front foot. This shows 
you have driven your weight towards 
the target.  As a secondary test, see if 
you can hold your finish position for 3 
seconds and check where that weight 
distribution is. 
 
Good timing will get the very best out 
of an average swing, but bad timing 
will make the best swing very average. 
 
So try dropping a few of your technical 
thoughts in your swing and picking up 
some rhythm.and if that’s not working, 
perhaps its time for a swing check-up! 
 
On behalf of all of the staff in 
the Golf Shop I’d like to wish 
you a wonderful Christmas and 
a fantastic 2010! 
 
Good Golfing and Best Wishes 
 
Anthony Newey 
PGA Professional 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
2009 has been an interesting year. The 
beginning dominated by the First 
Home Buyers Grant Boost and 'green 
shoots' (to quote the commentators) 
appearing in the last few months. In the 
Development arm of Mirvac we have 
been busy during the year re-
strategising our project to ensure we 
are able to deliver the best new 
development in SEQ. While it has been 
frustrating dealing with the delays we 
have reached the point of excitement 
over 2010 when things will begin to 
move forward. After the disruptions to 
the golf course in the past few years we 
will let it settle for a while and will 
concentrate on building and marketing 
our first Stage, Precinct 2. 
  
As our new master plan emerges we 
will make it available to ensure the 
members are kept up to date with what 
the course and surrounding land will 
look like in the future. 
  
All the best for your Christmas time. 
May it be a joyful time for your family 
and friends, but remember to save 
some time for yourselves and have a 
few games of golf at the great 
Gainsborough Greens. 
 
 
Richard Laws 
Senior Development Manager 
Mirvac Development Queensland 


